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BLESSED NICHOLAS STENO

(IN DANISH NIELS STEENSEN)
1638-1686

NICOLAVS STENONIVS
After a youth spent in

studying and then in scientific

research, Nicolas Steno at age

St. Nicholas of Flue, better known as “Brother Klaus,” was declared
patron saint of Switzerland by Pope Pius XII in 1947. He was born
of a farmer's family in 1417 in Flueli, in the alpine foothills above
Sachseln, in the region of Obwald. He married, had ten children,
and conducted a normal life until he was 50. Then he felt a very
strong call from God to leave everything and follow Him.

He therefore asked for three graces: to obtain the consent of his wife
Dorothy and older children, to never feel the temptation to turn
back, and finally, God willing, to be able to live without drinking or
cating. All his requests were granted. He lived for twenty years in the
forest as a hermit, with no food except for the Eucharist, as many
witnesses testified.

28 converted to the Catholic
Church while watching the

Portrait of Blessed
Nicholas Steno

Corpus Christi procession,
thus realizing the greatness
and magnificence of the

Eucharist, the Real Presence
of Jesus in the host. He then
decided to become a priest
and missionary in his own

country.

In Belgium, at Bois-d’Haine, the Servant of God Anne-Louise Lateau
lived for twelve years without eating or drinking, and without
sleeping, starting on March 26, 1871. On January 11, 1868, she
received stigmata at her feet, hands, head, left side of her chest and

at her right shoulder. She lived thus conformed to Our Lord until the
end of her life. On April 23, 1873, Pope Leo XIII made the following
declarations regarding Anne-Louise’s case, “The Bois-d’Haine event

is an extraordinary one. You can affirm on my behalf that medical
science will never be able to explain such a fact.” Anne-Louise died
on August 25, 1883 at age 33. In 1991 the cause for her beatification
was officially opened.
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